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The SPEAKER pro tempore. This

concludes the call of the Private Cal-
endar.
f

PLAYING WITH BLOCKS

(Mr. GIBBONS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GIBBONS. Mr. Speaker, ensuring
that our children have the best possible
education should be a priority for all of
us. However, we need to ensure that
our education dollars fund programs
that are actually and truly educating
our children.

Awhile back I read an article detail-
ing programs endorsed by the U.S. De-
partment of Education which encour-
aged teaching middle school students
to play with blocks and use calcula-
tors, rather than teach them basic
math skills. These useless programs
have prompted over 200 scholars re-
cently to take out a full page ad in the
Washington Post denouncing the pro-
grams and calling for Secretary Riley
to stop endorsing them. But yet pro-
grams like these still exist and are still
funded with the tax dollars of hard-
working Americans.

Our children deserve more. They de-
serve educational programs that will
actually prepare them for the 21st cen-
tury. This year, let us make a commit-
ment to our children. Let us raise test
scores, but let us do it by supporting
real education, not by lowering our
standards.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back all the
dumbed-down education programs that
have failed to teach our children.
f

THE TIME TO ACT IS NOW

(Mr. MENENDEZ asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, the
Republican leadership likes to com-
plain about bureaucracy, but when it
comes time to do something about it,
something their special-interest
friends oppose, they are remarkably si-
lent, because on this very day, as we
speak, families across our country are
being forced to wade through a seem-
ingly endless bureaucracy, a mountain
of paperwork, simply to get the care,
the health care, they or their children
need and deserve.

It does not need to be that com-
plicated. If your child has fallen and
hit his head, you should not have to
call an insurance bureaucrat to see if
you can go to an emergency room and
you should not have to get authoriza-
tion before taking your child in. You
should be free to have only one thing
on your mind, and that is your child’s
safety.

That is what the Patients’ Protec-
tion Act ensures. It puts health care
first and bureaucracy last. That is
what we Democrats and some conscien-
tious Republicans are fighting for.

That is the reform the supposedly pro-
family anti-bureaucracy Republican
leadership has been stalling for years.

Mr. Speaker, the time for Republican
stalling is over. The time to act is now.
Let us vote for the motion to instruct
conferees later today and move the Pa-
tients’ Bill of Rights to the President’s
desk.

f

REPEAL THE MARRIAGE TAX
PENALTY

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, the family
is the fundamental building block of
society. Our Tax Code for too long has
punished Americans for getting mar-
ried. This year, 28 million American
couples will be penalized an average of
$1,400, simply for committing their
lives to each other.

It is past time to repeal the marriage
tax penalty. In America, our tax policy
should encourage family formation,
not discourage it.

Mr. Speaker, we need to eliminate
the marriage tax penalty for all mar-
ried couples, not just some. If the mar-
riage tax penalty is bad policy, it is
bad policy for everyone. I urge this
body to completely repeal the marriage
tax penalty and honor all American
marriages, not just some.

f

SAFE PIPELINES ACT OF 2000

(Mr. INSLEE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. INSLEE. Mr. Speaker, on June
10th, last summer, a gasoline pipeline
in Bellingham, Washington, ruptured,
spilled hundreds of thousands of gal-
lons of gasoline and ignited, and a huge
fireball took the lives of two young
boys and one young man. We now have
huge holes in our safety system of pipe-
lines in this country, and we need to
act to plug those holes.

Accordingly, yesterday the gen-
tleman from Washington (Mr.
METCALF), the gentleman from Wash-
ington (Mr. SMITH), the gentlewoman
from Washington (Ms. DUNN), and my-
self introduced the Safe Pipelines Act
of 2000. This act will include a couple of
common sense measures. It is common
sense to require periodic regular in-
spection of these lines, it is common
sense to require reporting of spills, and
it is common sense to allow States to
move forward to have more rigorous
safety standards in our neighborhoods.

I would urge my colleagues to join
me in supporting this bill. It is only
asking these companies to act as a
good neighbor when these pipelines run
next to our back doors, to make sure
they are safe. Let us require them to be
good neighbors and pass this bill.

PASS MEANINGFUL MARRIAGE
TAX RELIEF

(Mr. BALLENGER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. BALLENGER. Mr. Speaker, it is
good to hear that the President is join-
ing our tax relief debate. Just last year
the President vetoed our marriage tax
relief plan. This year he thinks our
idea is so great he has come up with his
own proposal.

Unfortunately, his plan misses the
mark. The President’s plan would only
affect a fraction of the 28 million cou-
ples helped by the Republican plan and
would only save couples a meager $210
a year. Come on, Mr. President. The
American people deserve better. On the
other hand, the Republican plan would
have provided married couples up to
$1,400 in tax relief.

Mr. Speaker, in the next few weeks
the House will consider a marriage tax
fix even better than our proposal last
year. I urge the President to join us
this year to pass meaningful marriage
tax relief. American couples deserve it,
and it is the fair thing to do.

f

WAL-MART WIPING THEIR ASSETS
WITH OLD GLORY

(Mr. TRAFICANT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. TRAFICANT. Mr. Speaker, so
much for Wal-Mart’s big buy-American
promotion. Since 1985, Wal-Mart
bought 4 tons of Chinese shoes. Mean-
while, 240 American shoe factories shut
down and 30,000 American workers lost
their jobs. If that is not enough to bust
your bunions, Wal-Mart imports 18,000
tons of goods and products from China
each year.

Think about it. While American sol-
diers literally died shouting ‘‘better
dead than red,’’ Wal-Mart has allowed
China to wipe their assets with Old
Glory.

I yield back the fact that Wal-Mart
now owns, owns and sells 14 brands of
shoes, and they are all made in China.

Beam me up.

f

ENDING ACRIMONY AND BITTER-
NESS ON THE HOUSE FLOOR

(Mr. FOLEY asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. FOLEY. Mr. Speaker, let me ask
my colleagues on both sides of the
aisle, if they will, to be a little patient.
We are already hearing some ‘‘foot
dragging’’ commentary on health care.
We are hearing a lot of innuendos that
somehow the Republicans are not get-
ting to work. We just started.

But I will tell you some of the things
we did do last year. Paid down the
debt, over $151 billion; paid do you
know what we owe the taxpayers of the
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